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NEWS RELEASE

Editor’s Note: To obtain more information on the meeting, contact: 

Walter Van Opzeeland at +254-20-524132 or (Mobile) +254-(0)720-65 04 86

Africa Malaria Day on 25 April
Africa Resolves to Promote Use of Anti-malaria Herbs

Declaration Proposes a Consortium to Promote Herbs in the Anti-Malaria Campaign

The place of herbs in the fight against Africa’s number one killer disease got a significant boost recently when 75 participants from 21 countries made far-reaching resolutions on the recognition, cultivation and manufacturing of anti-malaria herbs.

The resolutions are contained in what is now referred to as “The Gigiri Declaration” that called on the creation of an African Herbal Anti-malarial Consortium to finance, develop and share knowledge on herbs with anti-malarial qualities.

Released on March 22, the Declaration centred on three major areas; policy and regulation; cultivation and harvesting, and manufacturing and processing. It contains resolutions that not only recognize the role of traditional medicines and traditional practitioners in the anti-malaria campaign but also seek to develop legal and certification systems that would protect traditional medicine and those who practice it. More importantly, participants declared their support for scientific trials (both clinical and genotoxicity) of those herbs with promising anti-malaria characteristics.

In recognition to the ongoing unsustainable harvesting of herbs in many African countries, the participants resolved to identify the most suitable cultivation and harvesting practices and to develop and distribute improved anti-malaria seedlings. In addition, they also resolved to encourage incentives and subsidies for the purposes of stimulating the cultivation of anti-malaria herbs and to also carry out research on the herbal market chain.

Contained in the Declaration too, is a statement on the need to engage in the comprehensive investigation of the herbs that have traditionally being used as anti-malarials in the hope of having them developed into modern herbal products. And conscious of the financial constraints facing most African countries that hamper the manufacturing and processing of herbal products, the participants pledged to identify sources of funds that would support good manufacturing practices. They also promised to support the development of new cost-effective techniques of extracting anti-malaria compounds with the hope of keeping the costs of Artemisia Combined Therapies (ACTs) and other anti-malaria drugs within the reach of millions of poor people in Africa.

The Gigiri Declaration was the culmination of intense discussions that took place at ICRAF’s Headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya in a meeting held between March 20 and 22. It was jointly sponsored by the European Union-funded Centre for Enterprise Development (CDE) and ICRAF and brought together participants from the World Health Organisation (WHO), national health regulators, clinicians, traditional healers, herbal manufacturers and herbal plant researchers.

During the meeting, most of the participants had decried the huge number of deaths and the immense economic losses malaria causes in Africa. Besides occasioning the preventable deaths of more than one million people –most of who are children below age 5- the disease causes annual productivity loss amounting to as much as $12 billion. As a result, malaria has significant links with Africa’s deep, growing and appalling poverty.

But past and ongoing efforts -including the much-touted ‘Roll back malaria’ campaign- to control the disease are hampered by low global investments and a lack of drugs that are both effective and affordable by the victims and particularly the poorest amongst them. Even though they are recommended by the WHO, ACTs are also in short supply world wide. “We need to recognize that only 25 million of the 130 million doses of pharmaceutical Artemisia needed to tend the sick are currently available” says Denis Garrity, ICRAF’s Director General.

All these shortcomings, the participants argued, makes a convincing case for the universal promotion of safe, effective and affordable herbal anti-malaria remedies that would also reduce the risk of the malaria parasite developing resistance to treatment. Already, ICRAF is working towards such a solution in a multi-million dollar project funded by the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA). Through the Zambezi River Basin Agroforestry Project, ICRAF’s scientists have developed a technique of propagating Artemisia annua from cuttings. By partnering with ANAMED –an NGO that introduced Artemisia annua to Southern Africa, Doctors without Borders and the Mozabique Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, ICRAF has been producing hundreds of thousand of the plants for distribution to farmers and traditional healers in Malawi, Mozabique, Zambia and Zimbabwe. It has now benefited more than 500,000 farmers.

ICRAF’s aim here is to make the herbal anti-malaria cure (called ‘herbal tea’) readily available to those who need it and cannot afford, or do not have access to other more expensive alternatives. But the Centre is also aware of the possibility of the malaria parasite developing resistance and has plans of combining Artemisia with other herbal remedies currently in use and readily available in many African countries. “Herbal tea made from Artemisia is available now and works well, but for the future, we will be looking to combine Artemisia with other herbal therapies” says ICRAF’s Head of Global Artemisia Research Program, Tony Simons.

Editor’s notes:

· For more information visit the Africa herbal anti-malaria meeting website: http://www.worldagroforestry.org/treesandmarkets/antimalariameeting/proceedings/
· The book: ‘The potential of plants as a source of antimalarial agents (76 pages)’ by Geoffrey Rukunga and Anthony J. Simons was launched during the Africa herbal antimalaria meeting.

· For interviews with Dr. Anthony Simons, ICRAF’s Head of Global Artemisia Research Program, please contact Walter van Opzeeland at +254-20-524132 or (Mobile) +254-(0)720-65 04 86 or w.vanopzeeland@cgiar.org
· Please find attached the Gigiri Declaration on herbal anti-malarials.
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