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1. RITAM – Europe workshop

The meeting held in Oxford on 26th October was very successful and useful. In total, 17 RITAM members attended, representing seven countries. Detailed minutes are in the attached document [Ox2006Minutes.doc]. 

In brief, it was decided that RITAM should apply to the EU for funding as a Network of Excellence, which will then help members to get funding more easily for a range of projects under the RITAM umbrella. We will therefore soon be sending out questionnaires to update our database of members, and to obtain information which will be necessary to help us prepare our “NoE” proposal. We will be more successful if we treat each other as partners and collaborators, than if we treat each other as competitors!

Preparing this application will take a lot of work for the next four months or so. If any RITAM members are willing to help with this work, please contact merlinwillcox@doctors.org.uk 

2. Please register as an Expert Evaluator for the EU

It is important that the EU has expert evaluators who are able to assess project proposals on herbal medicines for malaria. Currently there are probably few or no such experts on the EU panels. RITAM members with suitable qualifications are urged to put themselves forward as an “expert evaluator”. You can simply register on the website: www.cordis.lu Click on “interactive services” then “EMM expert candidature”. You will then be taken through an online form to complete. We suggest you include at least the following keywords: “herbal medicine studies” (under Health sciences – medical sciences – medicine – alternative medicine) and “tropical medicine” (there is no special keyword for malaria). There are many other keywords to choose from according to your particular field, for example clinical medicine, pharmacognosy or botany. 

You may be asked to go to Brussels to evaluate project proposals. All this work and travel expenses would be remunerated by the EU. It will be very helpful if we can assess each other’s projects, and will increase our chances of success. Please consider registering as a EU expert. 

3. Antenna-RITAM project in Mali

Merlin Willcox has now returned from 3 months’ fieldwork in Mali on a project run by the Swiss NGO Antenna Technologies (www.antenna.ch). The randomised controlled trial of herbal medicine versus ACT as a first-line home treatment for malaria will finish in December. 300 patients are being followed up for a total of 84 days. Work on improving quality of care for patients with severe malaria at Sikasso hospital is also producing promising preliminary results. 

4. Forthcoming conferences of interest

22nd ANNUAL JOINT SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE OF THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR MEDICAL RESEARCH, Tanzania. 

To be held in Arusha, Tanzania, 6-9 March 2007

Deadline for Applications: 15 December 2006

Main theme: Translation of Research Information into Policy: the role of the Health Research Institutions in Social Development in Africa

Sub-themes include:

1. Translation of Research Information into Policy: the role of the Health  Research Institutions in Social Development in Africa

2. Challenges of Maternal and Child Health in Developing World

3. Combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis in Africa

4. Control of major parasitic diseases

5. Burden and control of non-communicable diseases

6. Indigenous Knowledge and Alternative Medicine
7. Health Systems and Policy Research including Health Information Systems

Participants: The invitation is open to individual and group participants with keen interest on research and development (researchers, research clients including health related donors, NGOs, health workers, trainers, policy and decision makers, representatives of special interest groups and the mass media).

Please refer to http://www.nimr.or.tz for more details.

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY, PHARMACOLOGY AND CLINICAL STUDIES OF ASIAN PLANTS

9 to 11 April 2007 in Surabaya, Indonesia

Organised by The International Organization for Chemical Sciences in Development (IOCD) Working Group on Plant Chemistry. Further details can be found on the following website:

http://www.unige.ch/iocdsurabaya2007>www.unige.ch/iocdsurabaya2007 

5. Website of interest

The Medicinal Plant Conservation Initiative: http://www.plantlife.org.uk/international/plantlife-med-plants.htm
This website contains very interesting case studies on projects to conserve medicinal plants, and also information on funding for conservation projects involving medicinal plants.

 

6. Recent Publications of Interest

The following are recent publications by RITAM members:

Adriaens M (2005). Family Medicinal Plant Gardens in the Rwenzori Region. Entebbe, Uganda : Marianum Press Ltd. 

Barry MS, Soumah FS, Vlietinck AJ, Diallo MST, Camara MK, Balder AM (2006). Enquêtes ethnobotaniques des plantes médicinales employées dans le traitement du paludisme en médecine traditionnelle guinéenne. Revue Méd Pharm Afr 19: 157-163. 

Berge G, Diallo D, Hveem B (2005). Les plantes sauvages du Sahel malien. Paris : Editions Karthala.

Julien Fiot, Souleymane Sanon, Nadine Azas et al (2006). Phytochemical and pharmacological study of roots and leaves of Guiera senegalensis J.F. Gmel (Combretaceae). Journal of Ethnopharmacology 106 : 173–178. 

G. Garavito, J. Rincon, L. Arteaga, Y. Hata, G. Bourdy, A. Gimenez, R. Pinzon, E. Deharo (2006). Antimalarial activity of some Colombian medicinal plants. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 107 : 460–462.

Sotheara Hout, Aun Chea, Sok-Siya Bun, Riad Elias, Monique Gasquet, Pierre Timon-David, Guy Balansard, Nadine Azas (2006). Screening of selected indigenous plants of Cambodia for antiplasmodial activity. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 107: 12–18.

V. Jullian, G. Bourdy, S. Georges, S. Maurel, M. Sauvain (2006). Validation of use of a traditional antimalarial remedy from French Guiana, Zanthoxylum rhoifolium Lam. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 106 : 348–352. 

P.G. Kirira, G.M. Rukunga, A.W. Wanyonyi, F.M. Muregi, J.W. Gathirwa, C.N. Muthaura, S.A. Omar, F. Tolo, G.M. Mungai, I.O. Ndiege (2006). Anti-plasmodial activity and toxicity of extracts of plants used in

traditional malaria therapy in Meru and Kilifi Districts of Kenya. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 106: 403–407. 

L.P. Kvist, S.B. Christensen, H.B. Rasmussen, K. Mejia, A. Gonzalez (2006). Identification and evaluation of Peruvian plants used to treat malaria and leishmaniasis. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 106 : 390–402. 

Willcox ML, Bodeker G (2006). Traditional Medicine for Malaria. Innovation 6(2) : 25-27. 

These are other publications of interest:

Bussman RW et al (2006). Plant use of the Maasai of Sekenani Valley, Maasai Mara, Kenya. Journal of Ethnobiology and Ethnomedicine 2006, 2:22 doi:10.1186/1746-4269-2-22. This article is available from: http://www.ethnobiomed.com/content/2/1/22 

Jude E. Okokon, Basil N. Ita, Aniekan E. Udokpoh (2006). Antiplasmodial activity of Cylicodiscus gabunensis. Journal of Ethnopharmacology 107 (2006) 175–178

Experts recommend more funding to develop traditional herbal medicines to treat malaria. Herbalgram 69: 24-5 (www.herbalgram.org) 

7. New Members:

We welcome the following new members who have joined since the last newsletter:

Professor Vittorio G. Bonaffini, Rector of Brighton Int’l University, School of Medicine, Goumel, Ziguinchor, Republique du Senegal. 

Damien Moses, Student of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Toowong, Australia

Alexandra Seno, Reuters Fellow, Green College, Oxford

With very best wishes for your Christmas preparations,

Yours ever,

Merlin Willcox (Secretary)
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