THE GIGIRI DECLARATION ON HERBAL ANTI-MALARIALS

22 March 2006, Gigiri, Nairobi, Kenya

Appalled by the annual deaths from malaria of more than 1 million persons in Africa, and

Shocked by the US$12 billion annual loss of productivity to Africa due to malaria, and

Frustrated by the global under-investment in malaria treatments, and

Aware of the links between incidence of malaria and poverty, and

Supportive of existing global efforts to roll back malaria, and 

Cognisant of the difficulties of supply/distribution of Artemisinin Combination Therapies, and

Seeking to make malaria cures more available, affordable and accessible, and

Insistent upon the promotion of only safe and efficacious remedies, and

Cautious of the risk of parasite resistance to malaria cures developing, and

Recognising the potential of traditional herbal medicine in malaria treatment

the 75 participants from 21 countries attending the CDE/ICRAF sponsored Africa Herbal Anti-malaria Meeting (AHAM), 20-22 March 2006,  make the following resolutions in representing views of international health agencies, national health regulators, clinicians, traditional healers, herbal manufacturers and herbal plant researchers. We, the undersigned, resolve to progress the following with respect to herbal anti-malarials, and call on others to endorse and participate in a comprehensive and integrated approach to malarial treatment

Policy and Regulation

(1) Develop relevant and effective national health policies and national drug policies that include role of traditional medicines and traditional practitioners

(2) Promote better recognition, certification and legal protection of traditional practitioners and traditional medicine (refined and crude) by communities, Ministeries of Health and WHO

(3) Support more clinical and genotoxicity trials for promising herbal anti-malarials

(4) Formulate safety recommendations for use of herbal anti-malarials and ensure adequate pharmacovigilance at national level

(5) Facilitate fast-track registration of proven herbal anti-malarials

(6) Initiate, review and update inventories and profiles of herbal anti-malarials (preventative and curative)

Cultivation and Harvesting 

(7) Develop and distribute improved planting materials of herbal anti-malarials

(8) Identify most suitable cultivation practices and domains to provide high quality and suitable quantity of active ingredients

(9) Undertake more phytochemical trials

(10)Promote linkages and benefits to home-use, small-scale and large-scale cultivators

(11) Carry out market chain analyses

(12) Promote more sustainable harvesting for wild-crafted herbals

(13) Encourage incentives and subsidies to stimulate cultivation  

(14) Finalise and distribute Good Agricultural Practice GAP) manual for Artemesia annua and 


  organise training events to encourage their adoption

Manufacturing and Processing

      (15 Develop better analytical and biological assays for herbal antimalarial products

      (16) Establish quality control and assurance standards for herbal antimalarials

      (17) Identify sources of financing to support Good Manufacturing Practices

      (18) Compile comprehensive information on traditional herbal preparations that may be

              suitable to be developed into herbal products 

      (19) Support the development of new cost effective extraction technologies that aim to reduce 

              the cost and improve effectiveness of ACTs and other herbal anti malarial drugs

To ensure that malaria deaths are drastically reduced and people have access to affordable treatments the participants call upon:

International regulators to fast track applications for herbal anti malarials as approved treatments

Governments to accelerate policy reforms and establish appropriate regulatory and IPR frameworks

Medical researchers to expand toxicological and clinical trials of herbal anti-malarials

Traditional healers to share knowledge more to enable clinical trials to be undertaken

Botanists and biochemists to step up screening and development of plants for anti-malarial activity

Business partners to invest more in herbal anti-malarials

Existing malaria initiatives to recognise the potential of herbal anti-malarials, and invest in their development

Donor agencies to increase financial support for faster development of herbal anti-malarials

To support these actions the AHAM organisers propose creation of an Africa Herbal Anti-malaria Consortium (AHAC) to finance, develop and share knowledge and products associated with herbal anti-malarials.
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